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PREFACE 
The divorced and widow women are asserting 
their right as individuals in all walks of life. However, 
in Indian context their status is an area of discrimination. 
This discrimination cuts across all sections of our society. 
In th^;^chapter of Introduction we have attempted to 
portrate the status of women in historical perspective and 
various research techniques and limitation of the study are 
covered in the chapter of Methodology, Profile of Divorced 
Women is shown in third chapter, profile of "Widow Women is 
presented in the fourth chapter. And in the fifth chapter 
we have tried to compare the problems of Divorced and Widow 
V/omen. In the last chapter, we have given some suggestions 
and recommendations. 
We hope that study which was so essential for us 
in our effort to understand women in the Indian society, 
will be of some help to others, who are ^ •:>rned about the 
women's Questions, 
CHAPTER - 1 
I 
INTRODUCnON 
We have to take a brief historical survey of 
the changing status of women in Indian society, while 
making an attempt to analyse the traditional and 
contemporary roles of men and women in India. 
In Vedic Age, women of India enjoyed a great 
freedom in their life. The marriage of girls used to 
take place at the age of 16 or 17 years. Educated brides 
of this age had naturally an effective voice in the 
selection of their partners in life. Widow remarriage 
was permitted but this was usual within the family. 
Women could neither hold nor inherit property. 
Women enjoyed high position in family. During 
marriage ceremony, Ved Mantras were recited, 
"You are the queen of your new home. Your in-laws 
may enjoy a pleasant company with you as a queen," 
Opportunity of education was made available to 
women in this period. The home of Suiabha is often quoted 
who challenged anybody in discourse of knowledge. 
In this period, wonan was not forced to stay 
in Pardha. 
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"All are united to see this fortunate bride." 
V/omen have full right to develop themselves. 
P. N. Prabhu writes, "Women had similar education as men. 
She took part in philosophic debates like man with men, 
she participated penances like man. This shows that man 
and woman were regarded as having equal important status 
in the social life of the early period. 
The post vedic period is considered from 600 A.D. 
to 600 years. Woman was her husband's Ardhangini. She 
was supposed to be important for Dharma, Artha, Kama and 
Moksha. It is said in Mahabharata's Adiparava that they 
who had wives could perform religious duties. Who had 
family and wives, they may be freed. 
It is said in Adiparava that wives, who speak 
politely are their husband's friend on the occasion of 
pleasure, further on the occasion of religious duties and 
mother in sickness and trouble. 
There are two categories of women in Wahabharata 
as Sadhvi and Asadhvi. Sadhvi women are equal to mother 
and asadhvi women can be known by their behaviour. 
Smriti period starts from 3rd century to 11th 
century. In this period history of women changed. It is 
said in Manu Smriti that woman is strictly guarded. Manu 
e 
therefore, wants to be under the sury^illiance of her 
father in her childhood, her husband in her youth and her 
son after her husband's death. A woman should never think 
of the independence from the father, the husband or the 
son because by doing so, she will make both families 
contemptible. 
The Shastrakaras had told that the services of husband 
is not only the duty of wife but her husband is also 
responsible for the maintenance of his wife. 
Girls age of marriage was 12-13 years at that time. 
It is quoted in Manu Smriti that marriage should be 
performed when she is 'Nagnika' (unknown about her 
nakedness). By and by the rights of woman werp being 
snatched and the weakness of a woman was her fault, 
Hope Kins writes, "Woman's husband is said to be a venerated 
God even if he be bevold of any vertue, he is the only 
centre round which the thoughts of the chaste wife, must 
be woven, he is the warp and woof of her life, all in all. 
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In comparison to Vedic Age, the position of woman ~ . - • 
was very poor in middle period. Brahmins made the rules 
very strict for guarding of Dharma, blood and women. The 
age of marriage was 8 and 9 years at that time. Number 
of child widows began to increase on account of child 
marriage. Widow remarriage was not prevalent. The 
tradition of 'Sati' and 'Jauhar* was its climax at that 
time. There was a little improvement in property rights 
of woman. Vv'idows inheritance was accepted in l?th century. 
Professor Satya Pal said that the middle period for 
woman was the darkest period. The position of woman in 
the family was zero. The woman was considered of her 
husband's 'Jooti*. 
The declined position of woman has changed in 19th 
century. Now woman is conclous about her rights. She 
has started to participate in the field of education, 
politics and movements. 
?Oth century has revolutionary changes in the 
position of woman. In modern India, woman is equal to 
man atleast legally. They are not men's slave. They 
are not limited to household matters, but have gotten 
equal rights to men in every field. 
In the field of family, several ' d i sab i l i t i es 
of woman have finished. Polygyny and child marriages 
are fully r e s t r i c t ed . Widow remarriage i s allowed. 
Intercaste marriages are also prevalent. Women have 
r ight of divorce under Hindu Marriage Act of 1955. 
Having these r i g h t s , women of India, are i l l i t e r a t e 
and narrow minded. Smt. Kamla Sinha said that mentality 
i s old now-a^days a lso . They should be praised who do 
in tercas te marriages. There are a few cases of divorce 
towards woman. Law has several provisions. Now the 
t r ad i t ions of 'adjus t ' wi l l get r id of. 
Now the position of woman i s not as a slave in home. 
She i s the mistress of her house. I t i s important to take 
her help and advise in every house hold matters. 
Yet mostly women are careless about the i r family 
r i g h t s . The reason of th is carelessness i s that the number 
of educated women i s very low. 
One of the issues was to provide a degree of economic 
security to a male-female re la t ion . The Hindu Law of 
Inheritance (Amendment Act) of 19^9, recognised by such 
females as the son's daughter, daughter 's daughter, s i s t e r 
and s i s t e r ' s daughter as heirs after the fatfier. Women's 
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i n t e r e s t in proper ty was l a t e r recognized by the Hindu 
Women's r i g h t to proper ty Act 1937. Under t h i s Act, t h e 
widow has t h e same i n t e r e s t in t he proper ty as her husband 
had himself . Hindu Inhe r i t ance Act 1956 i s very impor tant . 
There a re equal r i g h t s of man and woman in t h i s Act, Boys 
and g i r l s a re both t h e c o - h e i r e s . 
In t he f i e l d of educat ion , women have progressed 
enough. Between 1932 and 1937, t h e r e was a s i g n i f i c a n t 
i nc rease in the number- of g i r l ? a t tending secondary schoo l s . 
The number of g i r l s a t t end ing such schools mu l t i p l i ed 
four fold in t he decadlo following independence. 
Now parent?; began to understand the importance of 
education for g i r l s . There a re many schools in every c i t y 
and town for g i r l s . They have b,egun t o achieve high education 
l i k e man. Yet , number of highly educated g i r l s i s very low. 
There i s 18% female educated popula t ion . As A'argaret Conarch 
quoted 'Education u n t i l rpcen t ly ha? been con'^idprpd 
v..'J.M II l l H I p . l l M < l | .1 . .1 I I I |.M I I I I I ' l | , i l |n> I n I I .1 I 
movements f i r s t time at a l a rge s c a l e , v/ith the e f f o r t s of 
in every political qroup. She now ocdUpies high 
government posts in the country and abroad. Yet the 
number of females in the political field is very low in 
comparison to that of males, 
Conterrporary Problems : 
In Vedic Age, women occupied a high position in 
society. They had equal status with men. They were free 
to choose their life partner. They had Upnayana rights. 
They used to go Gurukula for education. The age of 
education was very high. 
During the post Vedic period, woman was accepted in 
the form of Ardhangini. There are many learned women in 
Mahabharata. The education level of woman was very high, 
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They used t o d iscuss with learned people . 
In Smri t i pe r iod , t he pos i t i on of women began to 
d e c l i n e . Vvomen's r i g h t began to be snatched. 
During the modern pe r iod , t h e s t a t u s of woman had 
changed. Woman began to p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e f i e ld of p o l i t i c s 
and movements. Women have become more concious about t h e i r 
r i g h t s . Now-a-days, woman was not the s l ave of man. They 
a re not bounded to house-hold work. But they have a l l 
r i g h t s and comforts in every f i e ld l i k e man. 
Inspite of those comfort and facilities, women C 
have many contemporary problems. 
The present status of women is the result of many 
activities and situations. On account of many 
disabilities, woman used to live 20 or 30 years ago in 
middle period. It is said that there was no exploitation 
of woman in the world as in India. With the result of 
these exploitations, woman started movements and 
challenged all the disabilities. 
The main reformist was Raja Ram '^ohan Roy, 
Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar, Keshav Chandra Sen, Govind 
Ranade, Swami Dayanand etc. In 1954, Sri Charlywood 
emphasised for female education in his famous magazine. 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy founded Brahma Samaj and through 
this institution, he tried to get rid of women's 
disabilities. Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar foresaw that 
the fortune of women lay in their being educated and he 
devoted himself stranuously to the propagation of female 
education. The progress of education for women was 
very slow. Smt. Vidya Gauri has recorded that when she 
and her sister attended college in Ahmaedabad in the 
•first decade of this century, the^ ' were feared 
at and teased by their male co-students." 
The task that first attracted Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy's attention was the right of women, her immultation 
and enforced widowhood. He tried to convenience the 
people that widow remarriage was sanctioned by the 
Shastras and by the religion preached in the Vedas 
and that the Smrities did not sanction enforcement of 
widowhood. He stood by the government when the inhuman 
practice of 'Sati' was penalized by law and pleased the 
Act, The agitation he started in legislation brought 
forward by Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar, the Widow 
Re-marriage Act of 1956. The other problem of women is 
inheritance. Kautilya was the first and only authority 
to recognize a daughter as a co-sharer with her brother 
in the patrimony, but even so, Women's Right to Property 
was not a concept peculiar to Kautilya, 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE : 
In general, a comparative analysis of the status 
in society of these single women reveals that unmarried 
women have a slightly better position, followed by 
divorced and widow women. This is because woman 
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(Kanya Muthaithua) though unmarried in certain 
communities in India are regarded as 'maiden Sumanglies' 
and therefore, auspicious and accorded a status in 
society and secondary divorced or separated though 
separated from husband are also regarded as Sumanglies and 
they, therefore, enjoy certain privileges that a married 
woman in society is entitled. The status of widows is 
inferior to that of these single women because they are 
considered as unfortunate women, whose sins have brought 
p 
them widowhood. 
The processes of industrialisation and urbanisation -
have brought about the socio-psychological changes in the 
attitude and values of the people of this country 
specially among the urban population, the attitude of 
educated women have considerably changed particularly 
with regard to marriage and their own status, 
Padmani Sen observed the working women and said that 
being economically independent there are no effect on 
women's familial life.^ 
Promila Kapoor finds in her study that having 
employment and economic independence, they have no change 
among status and role in family and society. 
11 
Ha-Ke observed educated women of Bombay and 
described that there are some changes in economic status 
and personal status. It has changed the views of women 
to 
towards life. 
Gore described in her study that there are family 
disorganisation in India at a high rate on account of 
urbanisation. 
The women and the status in the family may also 
undergo change. Even in our general conformist sample, 
we find that the pattern of separation undergoes some 
changes in the urban family and particularly in the 
urban nuclear family. Education of women should further 
modify this position and the new law of inheritance may 
make a slightly greater difference. 
As the status of women in the family changes and they 
become more assertive, this disparity between the attitude 
of husband and wife would be expfcted to give rise to 
problems in family life. It is possible that joint family 
will try to resist the change in women's status. The 
a 
general lack of education particularly among women dely 13 this change. 
Mehta Rama has conducted a study on divorce to 
12 
assess the impact of changing values on family. For 
her, the emerging new status of women is not isolated 
phenomenen. She is of the opinion that Hindu Code Bill 
have not been proved so convenient for the women to take 
the stand of demanding freedom from an unhappy domestic 
situation. The fact that more and more women are educated 
and are working has also given ^ omen to necessary 
confidence to defy the established norms of Hindu society. 
" In her study of status of single woman in India, 
Krishna Kumari finds that the major reasons for divorce 
or separation is the illtreatment by the mother-in-lav/ 
15 
and the husband. 
Meera Desai tried to look at Indian women in a 
historical prospective. 
Promila Kapoor observed that these changes of 
life problems of working women have brought about a 
definite change in her personality, her attitude and 
her behaviour. The economic self reliance has made her 
concious of her rights and she is intolerance towards 
social attitude of discrimination against her continue 
to be more of a real than exception. It is the gap in 
13 
the a t t i t u d e o f man and woman t h a t creats a c o n f l i c t and 
confusion and tens ion i n a woman's mental l i f e and fami l y 
IQ 
relationship. 
Indu Wenon observes in her study that education 
has been able to contribute significantly to raising the 
social status of woman. In matterr relating to marriage 
and family and in economic political and cultural activities, 
education was able to secure for women a much higher 
position than was accorded to them by the traditional 
society. The higher education of women and the more 
modernization was their attitude and the behaviour and 
j g 
higher was their status in society. 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 14 
Scientific investigation of a social reality 
is a difficult exercise. It is more so when the phenomenon 
is closely linked with the concepts of norms and morality 
of a society. Divorce and widowhood both are such 
social reality which is very carefully discouraged in 
every society particularly in traditional Indian society. 
It is not only so because Divorce and widowhood lead to 
social disorganization but also because it shakes and 
disturbs the basic social morality of our society. It 
is, therefore, becoming difficult to specifically limit 
the scope of a study dealing with the problems of 
divorced and widow women in our changing social scenario. 
Undoubtedly, the problems of these catenories of women 
are many fold, oarticularly in an urbanizing society 
where social institutions and other support systems 
are facing a problem of disequilibrium. Hc^ever, limiting 
the scope of study and highlighting its main objectives 
cote 
4-5—a methodological requirement which not only regulates 
but also provides the direction to the researcher, - . 
Some of the major objectives of the present study may 
be listed as below : 
1. To find out the socio-economic backqround of 
divorced and widow women. 
2. To study the causes for being divorced and widow. 
3. To study the problems arising out of loss of status. 
4. To study the emotional and psychological set-back 
leading to the problems of social adjustment and 
identity. 
5. To study the problems faced by the two cateqories of 
women in family relationships and social reactions. 
6. To study the economic dimensions of their problems. 
7. To study the attitudes and reactions of the groups 
and society tov/ards these two categories of women. 
8. To suggest measures with in the present socio-
cultural framework in order to improve the condition 
of these women. 
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CHAPTER - :X 
METHODCLOCy 
For a systematic Investigation of a phenomenon 
an appropriate methodology is to be adopted. It is on 
the basis of a scientific methodology that any attempt to 
understand any phenomenon qualifies to be termed as a 
scientific understanding. In the present work which aims 
to analyse and understand the problems of single woman 
with particular reference to widow and divorced women» the 
following methods are used to obtain data from the field. 
But before going into the details of various techniques 
adopted for the collection of information, it seems 
desirable to define and explain the terms used in the 
present study. It is in the spirit of science that the 
terms and concepts must be standardized for a proper 
placement, understanding and to avoid confusion and over-
lapping. 
Social Problem : 
In present study the term social problem has been 
explained at three levels. Hindrances and difficulties 
faced by single woman at both levels, i.e., family of 
orientation and family of procreation are taken into 
18 
consideration* They are classified"in terms of social 
restriction imposed due to social stigma attached to them 
and social distancing (boycott, rejection) from them 
resulting in their low social status, 
Psycholooical Distress : 
In the given socio-cultural back ground of Indian 
society and the concept of marriage and Purusharth, it is 
not unlikely that divorced and widow women are subjected 
to several psychological problems such as inferiority 
complex, emotional insecurity and alienation. In this 
chapter an attempt is made to find out the nature and extent ' 
of such psychological shocks frequently felt and realized 
by respondents. 
Economic Problem : 
The widow or divorcee is a victim of family disorgani-
zation which does not cause only social and psychological 
problems but it also creates economic problems of the 
serious dimensions. It is more applicable for the non-
working women. In such cases there is economic insecurity 
and dependence on family members or relatives. In case of 
working women the problem is of exploitation at work place 
inadequate payment and discrimination. 
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Widow : 
Widows are those women who have lost their husbands 
by natural death or any accident irrespective of their age 
at widowhood. In the present study this term has been 
used to identify social problems of urban women in the 
city of Aligarh who were married and their husbands are 
dead. 
Divorce : 
Under this category, fall those women respondents 
who are divorced by their husbands legally or through custons 
and practice of society. 
The category also includes the women v/ho have sought 
divorce from their husbands through legal court or with 
the help of the member of the community. 
Universe and sample selection : 
As per requirement the problems of divorced and widow 
women living in urban areas are to be studied with respect 
to their problems of social adjustment. To limit the 
field of study the city of Aligarh is chosen as that 
particular urban area from which a representative sample is 
being taken for further investigation. 
According to the Hindu legend the district of Aligarh 
was a part of kingdom of Pandavas, who after the destruction 
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of Hastinapur shifted to this plac^. The name of 
Aligarh in the ancient time was *Koil*, It came into 
existence after 1070 A.D. The sixth decendent of 
Vikramaditya, Raja Budhsen of Jalali, laid the foundation 
of Koil city during his journey from Jalali to Delhi and 
made it the capital of his estate. Mention of the city 
is found in AAoghul history. It has been amongst the 
first sixteenth cities of U.P, in 1941 it was the ninth 
city and touched the lac mark with a population 1,12,655, 
In 1951 it suffered a set back and became the eleventh' 
city of the state. Now it is developing ranking tenth 
with a population of 1,85,0?0 in 1961 and 2,15,314 in 1971. 
According to 1981 census population of Aligarh city is 
5,92,144 with a break up of 3,18,051 male and 2,74,091 
females. 
Table - 1 
Marital status of women in Allqarh 
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Age group Unmarried Marr ied VVidpw Divorced 
A l l ages 1 ,36,711 1,20,466 16,680 201 
0 - 9 75,769 
10 - 14 36,120 533 
15 - 19 
2 0 - 2 4 
25 - 29 
3 0 - 3 4 
3 5 - 3 9 
4 0 - 4 4 
4 5 - 4 9 
5 0 - 5 4 
55 - 59 
60 - 64 
65 - 69 
70 above 
18 
5 
,273 
,279 
698 
181 
64 
42 
19 
14 
14 
10 
— 
5 
8,569 
19 ,984 
20 ,533 
16.582 
14 ,221 
11,845 
9 ,985 
6 ,730 
4,816 
3,407 
1,718 
1,514 
34 
163 
209 
380 
679 
1,216 
1,239 
2 ,420 
1,498 
3,372 
1,382 
4,098 
10 
48 
51 
31 
14 
5 
9 
13 
4 
10 
5 
-
• Census of Ind ia 1981 
When we examine t h e in fo rma t ion p rov ided i n Tab le 1 , 
i t becomes c l e a r t h a t out of 1,20,466 mar r i ed women t h e r e 
a r e 16,680 widows and 201 d ivo rced women. F u r t h e r , t h e 
?2 
t a b l e revea ls tha t highest number of widowhood (4098) 
i s In the age group of above 70 yea r s , followed by the 
age group 60-64 (3372). Thus, t he t a b l e ind ica tes t h a t t he 
accurance of widowhood in Aligarh c i ty i s j u s t normal 
with lowest in t h e age group of 15-19 and increasing in 
t h e l a t t e r age of l i f e . When we examine the s i t ua t i on 
of divorced in t h e urban population of t h e c i ty as 
indicated in Table 1 . 1 , we find t ha t t h e r a t e of divorce 
i s not very high (201 divorce out of 1,20,466 marr iages) . 
The frequence of divorce i s highest in the age group of 
20-24 and 25-29 (48 and 51 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . 
We can, t he r e fo re , observe t ha t married women in t h e 
age group of 20-30 are more susceptable t o divorce as 
compared to, t h e married women of other age groups. This 
a lso leads one to conclude t ha t marriage r e l a t i onsh ip 
between spouses in the age group of 20-30 remains more 
s e n s i t i v e and adjustment seeking. 
As s t a t ed in the beginning of t h i s chapter t he re 
are various techniques of data co l l ec t ion such as : 
1, Case Study : 
*P. V. Young w r i t e s ' i s method of exploring and 
ana lys is ing the l i f e of a soc ia l un i t -be t h a t uni t a person , 
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a family, an institution, culture group or even an entire 
community* Its aim is to determine behaviour patterns of 
the unit and the inter-relationship of the unit to its 
surrounding. The case study is the most important methods 
used in social research. Case study as Goode and Hatt 
describe is a kind of intuitive approach desired from such 
participant to observation and using all sort of personal 
documents without adequate sampling designs or checks on 
bias and distortions resulting from personal view of social 
reality. In the present study some case studies of 
divorced and widow women were done to understand the 
social economic background of the respondents and the 
conditions which led to divorce or widowhood. Some case 
studies of divorced women reveal that two extremes of 
social control i.e., severe bond of tradition and an un-
regulated exposer to modernity lead to the problems of 
marital adjustment. Details of such studies are presented 
in the coming chapters to explain the profiles of divorced 
and widow women. 
2. Observation Method : 
Science begins from observations and must ultimately 
return to observation for verification. It is a systematic 
and deliberate study through eyes of spontaneous occurrences 
24 
at the time they occur. Observation is not merely seeing 
or haphazard watching of occurrences. It is a deliberate 
and systematic viewing of a particular phenomenon. 
Various techniques of observation have been developed 
for the successful use of this method. When the researcher 
observes a phenomenon freely without using any aid or 
control, it is called uncontrolled observation, and when 
he uses some aid or controlling dftvice, it is termed 
controlled observation. Again, it may be of two types. 
First when the researcher observes the phenomenon from 
outside without becoming a part to it and second vrfien the 
observer as a social being attempts to observe the social 
situation from within by participating in the phenomenon. 
The former known as non-participant observation and latter 
participant observation. All these techniques of observation 
have their own limitations. Most of the observations were 
made freely without using any aid and use of any device 
to control the situation. 
In the present study the researcher has examined few 
life situations such as living conditions, family network, 
relatives and the children of the respondents. She has 
also visited and shared the conditions prevailing at the 
work place of the working respondents such as schools, 
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business offices and government departments. 
3, Interview : 
Interview is the most important and widely used 
method of enquiry in social surveys and research. 
P. V. Young regards interview as "a systematic method by 
which a person enters more or less imaginatively into the 
life of a comparatively stranger." A successful interview 
enables the researcher to go into the outward behaviour 
and ascertaining his external observation and to study 
motivation, emotional and social process as these are 
reflected in social situation. It has been used in two 
ways. First non-structured interview. Such interviews were 
undirected and uncontrolled. The respondents were 
approached very informally and the whole interview was 
in the form of free and frank conversations specially on 
the aspects which were difficult to be covered through an 
interview directed by a schedule. Second structured 
interview. In such interviews control was used over the 
process by the use of schedule or an interview guide. 
Such interviews were different from the former ones, 
mainly in three aspects. Firstly, they were mostly pre-
arranged. Secondly, they were always guided by a schedule 
or guide. And thirdly the recording of the interview was 
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done simultaneously. Focused-Interview - to a limit 
this type of interview was used. It is a very specialized 
type of interview technique. The interview is focused 
on the subjective experiences attitudes and emotional 
respondes regarding the particular situation. It was 
held immediately after some occasions like a family planning 
compaign, incidence of a quarrel, local election of etc. 
To acquire some dependable understanding the 
researcher has also conducted interviews with few selected 
respondents, member of their family and the colleagues in 
case of the working women. 
4, Questionnar;tfe schedule : 
The two most important tools generally used in 
social survey are schedule and questionnaire. Really 
speaking the two forms are similar in nature and there 
is very slight difference between two, as for as construction 
is concerned. The only difference between the two is 
probably the fact that while the schedule has to be used 
in direct interview, or direct observation and questionnaire 
is filled by the field worker himself, thp questionnaire is 
generally mailed to the respondent who fills it up and 
returns it to the sender. Thus, the main difference 
between the two is regarding the method of collecting data 
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through them. There Is yet another*form known as 
interview guide that contains only the topics or broad 
headings about which the questions are to be asked. 
Interview guide is generally used in case of qualitative 
of depth interview. 
5. Schedule : 
The schedule in the form containing some questions 
or blank tables which are filled by the field worker after 
getting information from the informants. The schedule may 
thus contains two types of questions, firstly those that 
are in form of direct question and secondly those, are in 
form of tale. There are some kinds of information that can 
be procured only by putting a question e.g. , questions 
for electing the informant's opinion, attitudes, preferences 
or his suggestions about some matter. There are others 
which may better be put in form tables, generally most of 
them may be used inter-changingly. 
The purpose of schedule is to provide a standardized 
tool of observation or interview or in order to attain 
objectively. By schedule every informant has to reply 
the same questions put in same language and the field 
worker has no choice to get the desired reply by puttinn 
a different question or changing the language of the 
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question. The other purpose of schedule is to act as 
memory-tickler. In the absence of any schedule the 
field worker may put different number of questions to 
different people. He may forget to enquire about some 
important aspects and then he would be required to go 
over the whole process again to collect that missing 
information. 
Yet another purpose of schedule is to facilitate 
the work of tabulation and analysis. Vi/hen information is 
collected in a conversational form by means of free 
story method, the observation or interview is mostly in 
form of a narrative or historical account. 
To collect the information from the respondents 
questionnaire schedule method was considered the most 
suitable in the present work. Hence, an elaborate 
schedule consisting of sixty items was prepared covering 
various social, economic, osychological and cultural 
characteristics of the population. The schedule has two 
parts. Part (A) deals with the primary (personal) 
information about the respondents such as -caste, sub-
caste, type of family, income of the family, education of 
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the respondents and the status of the family. 
Part (B) consists of questions investigating the causes 
and conditions leading to the status of divorced and 
widowhood of the respondents. A Section in part D 
of schedule is devoted for registering the suggestions 
of the respondents. 
After preparing the schedule a pilot study on few 
informants was made. On the basis of analysis of the 
pilot study and suggestions made by the expPerts in the 
field of research, the schedule was modified and refined. 
It was this modified schedule which was administered for 
gathering data from the field, 
6. Sample Selection : 
As indicated in table 1.1, the number of widow 
and divorced women in the city of Aligarh is 16680 and 
201 respectively (1981 census). The two category of 
women do not form a group and their identifications in 
the field can also not be systematized through any specific 
procedure. However, keeping the scientific approach in 
mind and to make the present research possible some 
government agencies like municipality and some voluntary 
organization in women welfare were consulted identify 
the respondent. 
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Fifty six cases in category or divorce and sixty 
three cases in the category of widow could be located 
and relevant information was collected as per schedule. 
Finally fifty cases in each category were considered 
suitable for the purpose of analysis and interpretation. 
7. Limitations of the Study : 
Although present study aims to investigate the 
problems of adjustment of single women-widow and divorced 
in various situations of life, it dows not claim to be a 
final document on the issue. It is a very humble attempt 
by the researcher. Number of cases covered under this 
study is also quite small as the two categories of women 
are not available as individual unitsj The respondents 
are located after an intensive interaction with women folk 
of different mohallas of the city. The researcher is in 
agreement to the view that results of such studies cannot 
be generalized for the whole society as there are sharp 
regional and cultural variations in Indian society. However, 
though limited, this study will help to understand the 
problems of divorced and widow women and hence may be 
useful for the students interested in the study of urban 
problems particularly in the field of-women studies. 
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In this connection, it would not be discouraging to 
enumerate the difficulties ^ced by the researcher while 
investigating the information from the respondents. 
After a lot of precautions and clarifications on 
the need for such data in bringing about socio-economic 
and legislative measures to eliminate the sufferings and 
exploitations of single women and to create a public 
opinion against such sufferings the researcher was allowed 
to meaningful interaction with the respondents. 
Sympathetic treatment and a hprnan approach towards 
undrstanding their problems invariably helped the 
researcher to establish a favourable rapport and thus, 
interview them. Many women broke down and wept uncontrollably 
while some cursed the researcher for having opened up 
closed memories regarding their sufferings. 
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CHAPTER - 3 
PROFILE OF DIVORCED WOMEN 
The concept of divorce is a novel phenomenon In 
Indian societyt as traditional values are being replaced 
and society is undergoing a radical transformation. 
Divorce is the process by which ones marriage 
partnership is split from the other and learns to live 
apart. 
It is the dissolution of marriage relationship 
from legal point of view. It is a separation of marital 
bond. However, divorce may end the marital tie, it cannot 
end all family relationship. 
Hindu marriage is considered a sacrament and so 
it cannot be dissolved. Although, in past, Kauttlya and 
Wanu permitted it under specific conditions, but the fact 
remains that before the Hindu Marriage and Divorce Act 1955 
divorce in Hindu Society was at very low rate. 
Dealing with the concept of marriage and family, 
Kapadia observes, "Marriage is a social duty towards the 
family and community and there was little idea of individual 
interest. The social back ground provided by the 
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authoritarian joint family and caste with its dominion 
in all spheres of life afforded no scope for the recognition 
of any personal factor, individual interests and aspirations 
in the relation between husband and wife," And lays down 
in a definite form some rules regarding mutual obligations 
of the husbands and wife. Mutual fidelity till death is 
the gist of the highest •Dharma* for the husband and the 
wife and men and women united in marriage should constantly 
exert themselves that they may not be thus united. 
Till quite recently the possibilities of divorce in 
Indian society was not open. Although the incidence of 
separation of marriage relationship are not very exceptional. 
But it was only after 1955 Hindu Marriage and Divorce Act 
that the phenomenon of divorce could receive a legal 
sanction. Divorce is now almost universaly recognized 
even though no society approves it in principle, 
P, N. Prabhu while observing many prescriptions 
regarding the aims of marriage (Hindu) observes that 
marriage is social obligation for the following reasons : 
Dharma : To perform social as well as religlo-moral 
obligations a Hindu must have a wife as life 
partner and perform these acts as married pair. 
He must have a son who should perform the 
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Dahsanskara and give fire"to the pyre of his 
father for the Moksha. 
Pinddana : He is also to perform Pinddana to remember his 
ancesters (Purvaj) and pray for their Moksha, 
Proqyny : This is the second object of Hindu marriage, 
the idea is that an individual in society has 
to continue in its continuty by providing new 
members to the society. By doing so he will 
fulfil his social obligations of the continuty of 
the race. 
Pleasure : This is the third purpose in the order of 
(sex) 
priority. Understanding that human individual 
an organism sex is an organic requirement. 
Society should therefore provide some institutional 
arrangement for the gratification of this 
biological need. 
It is on account of wife's close and compulsory 
association with her husband in all his religious performance 
that Manu rejected the marital tie. 
Sociological researches dealing with the problem 
of divorce and its possible causes have not been conducted 
in good number in Indian society. After independence the 
socio economic and cultural transformation and the 
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increasing role of urbanisation and,industrialisation 
of economy have resulted into variety of social changes. 
Institution of family and marriage have also realised 
these changes. K, M, Kapadia has contributed an important 
literature dealing with marriage and family in India, 
Promila Kapoor observes that the changes of life 
problems of working women have brought about a definite 
change in her personality, her attitude and her behaviour, 
her economic self-reliance has made her concious of her 
rights and she is intolerance towards social injustice. 
On the other hand, the social attitude of discrimination 
against her continues to be more of a real than exception. 
It is this gap in the attitude of men and women that 
creates a conflict and confusion and tension in a women's 
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marital and family relationship. 
The divorced women are looked upon with contempt 
and as such do not hold a respectable position in society. 
Under the circumstances, it is important to investigate 
the problems of such women. 
In the following paragraphs an attempt has been 
made to study the socio-economic background of divorced 
women in urban setting. 
Rural 
Urban 
T O T A L 
So 
Table -
cial back-
No. < 
3.1 
-qround 
>f divorcee 
10 
40 
50 
% 
20 
80 
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In terms of the social back-ground of the 
respondents we find that out of 50, only 10 have 
or iginal ly ru ra l background (20%), They have Joint 
urban l i f e recent ly . Their urban exposure i s re la t ive ly 
short . Although, living in city they are born in rura l 
society, passed the i r early l i f e in rura l surrounding 
and joint ci ty l i f e la te r on. Thus, these respondents 
have both the influences on the i r personal i ty . While 
40 (80%) have urban back-ground. I t means they are born 
z. in urban family. They are educated and socialised in 
urban conditions. They have urban exposure in terms of 
urban media, l i f e s ty le and cultural contents. In a 
systamatic study of rural urban differences in the family 
organization of V;est Bengal society. Ram Krishna Mukharji 
(1964 : 87) comes to almost similar conclusions. 
In this way, our sample of 50 divorced women represent a 
thoroughly urban context. In the following chapters an 
attempt will be made to see the differential, if any, 
in the nature and the degree of problems faced by these 
two category of respondents. 
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Educa t ion 
I l l i t e r a t e 
Below High School 
Upto I n t e r m e d i a t e 
G r a d u a t e & above . 
T O T A L 
T a b l e 
c a t i o n a 
No^ 
- 3 ,2 
1 s t a t u s 
of d ivo rc 
10 
08 
1? 
20 
50 
:e.? % 
20 
16 
24 
40 
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In terms of the educational s tatus of the 
respondents 10 out of 50 (20%) are i l l i t e r a t e , 16% below 
High School, 24% upto Intermediate and majority of i . e . 
40% i s graduate and above. 
Thus, in the present sample the respondents 
are ei ther highly educated or i l l i t e r a t e . Since the 
focus of the present study is to concentrate on the 
problems of t he adjustment and not on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between d ivorce and o ther f ac to r s r e s p o n s i b l e for d ivo rce . 
We do not f ind i t l o g i c a l l y va l i d t o go i n t o d e t a i l s of 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between var ious dlmentions of t h e responden t s . 
Table 3,2 a l so r e v e a l s t h a t t h e r e i s homogenous 
of t h e respondents from educat ional poin t of view. But a t 
t h e same t i m e , we see t h a t t h e r e i s a r e g u l a r i nc rease In 
t h e educated category of t h e responden t s , 16% (below High 
School ) , 24% (upto In termedia te) and 40% (Graduate and above) . 
Thus, l o g i c a l l y i t becomes convincing t h a t t h e r e i s an 
inc rease in d ivorce with spread of educa t ion . Elsewhere, 
we w i l l go i n t o t h e deeper d e t a i l s of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between educat ional s t a t u s and divorce p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 
Table -• 3,3 
Family types No, of divorcee % 
J o i n t 30 60 
Nuclear 20 40 
T O T A L 50 100 
The type of family of procreation to which the 
respondents belong may be nuclear or joint. When we examine 
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50 cas.es of divorce to find out the type of family of 
procreation we find that 60% belong to joint family and 
A0% are from nuclear family. It rjieans that loint family 
is prevalent in urban area now-a-days. This very simple 
dates are conformity with I.P. Desaye*s (1964 : 117) 
study of Mahuva, Very similar conclusions have also been 
reached by M. S. Gore (1968) in his study of family type 
in Delhi and surrounding rural ar^a. 
In his analysis of data on households in the town 
of Navsari and five villages around Navsari in South Gujrat, 
Professor K. M, Kapadia rejects the general assumption 
that people in cities and towns live in nuclear families 
and that the joint family is stronger in villages than in 
towns. 
Thus, we find that the fact that marriage relationship 
is more stable in joint family and mostly divorce took place 
in nuclear family is not true. 
40 
Occupatli 
Occupation 
Govt. Service 
Business 
Farming 
Labour 
P r i v a t e s e r v i c e 
T O T A L 
Table -
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NOj_ of divorcee 
25 
12 
02 
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07 
50 
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In terms of occupation of husbands when we 
examine the above table, we find that 50% have government 
services, 24% business, 4% farming, 8% are labourer and 
14% are doing private services. 
Thus, we find that 50% respondents belong to the 
families where their husbands perform economic activity 
outside the family sphere. Meaning thereby that the 
respondents do not obtain a social situation to participate 
with their husbands in economic activity. Due to the 
separation of work from domestic activity, the member of 
the family particularly those of family of procreation 
have a less possibility of mutual economic co-operation. 
Researches conducted in family d i so rgan iza t ion a lso 
support t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p , Nels Anderson has a lso concluded 
in t h e same way while c h a r a c t e r i s i n g family system of 
Western i n d u s t r i a l i z e d s o c i e t y . 
Table - 3.5 
Husband's monthly income 
Income in Bs, No. of d ivorcee % 
Nil 01 02 
Below - 500 
500 - 1000 06 12 
1000 - above 43 86 
T O T A L 50 , 1 0 0 
In terms of husband's monthly income of the 
respondents we find that 2% husbands of the respondents 
have no income, 12% 500 to 1000 and 86% earns Rs, 1000 
and above. 
Thus, a common feeling that poverty leads to 
familydsorganization is not supported. As the data in 
Table 3.5 indicate, majority of the husbands of the divorced 
women are not only employed but also earn a reasonable good 
salary. Whether prosperity and divorce have a positive 
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c o r r e l a t i o n may b e a mat ter of se r ious s o c i o l o g i c a l 4 9 
r e s e a r c h . However, in the following chapter some attempt 
i s being made to i n v e s t i g a t e t he r o l e of economic f ac to r 
in t h e phenomenon of d ivo rce . 
Table - 3,6 
Number of ch i ld ren 
Number of ch i ld ren Number of d ivorcee % 
Nil ?5 50 
1 10 20 
2 07 14 
3 04 08 
Above 04 08 
T O T A L 50 100 
In t e rms of riumb»^r of c h i l d r e n of d i v o r c e d womfn, 
t h e t a b l e 3.6 r evea l s t h a t out of 50 cases of divorced women 
25 respondents have no ch i l d (50%),^14% have two c h i l d r e n , 
8% 3 ch i ld ren and 8% have more than 3 , 
Thus, t h e very s t r i k i n g fact revealed by t a b l e 3.6 i s 
t h a t 50% divorced women have no c h i l d . I t means t h a t 
majori ty of t h e divorces have occured during t h e i n i t i a l 
stage of married life. It means that early few year (2-4) 
are divorce prone. This is rising time for married couples. 
There can be a sociological explanation to this fact. 
Marriage is particularly an arrangement of mutual help and 
cooperation. The partners of marriage establish a socio-
psychological adjustment. The early days are not only 
risky but also stressing. It is like the infancy of a child 
which has the highest mortality rate. 
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Table 
e of 
- 3.7 
marriage 
Age No. of divorcee %_ 
Below ?0 y 
2 0 - 2 5 
25 - 35 
35 above 
T O T A L 
e a r s 24 
19 
0 7 
N i l 
50 
48 
. 38 
14 
N i l 
100 
Out of a population of 201 divorced women 50 cases 
are selected. When the questionnaire administered and 
different types of information are sought from the 
respondents some revealing trend come in the light. 
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The age profile reveals that majority (48%) of 
divorced women was married before they could attain the 
age of 20, 19 out of 50 women were married in the age 
group of 20-25«^Thus, this data reveals that most of the 
cases of divorce took place in case of women who were 
married at their early age. 
There is no incidence of divorce in case of the 
women who were married after 35 years of age. Thus, the 
table 3.7 helps us to understand that divorce rate 
decreases with the increase of age at marriage in our 
sample. Another fact stated somewhere else in this study 
reveals that all the cases of divorce in our study have 
arranged marriages. Thus, the combination of these two 
facts automatically leads us to conclude that arranged 
marriage is also not stable if the age of the girl is less 
than 20 years. It will not be out of place to mention 
that government of India has legally increased the age of 
marriage in case of girls to 18 years. But even this age 
cannot be said as very appropriate from the point of view 
of a stable marriage companionship. Hence, it is required 
to increase it once again. 
Table - 3«8 
Duration 
Years 
Below 1 year 
1 - 5 years 
5 - 1 0 
10- ?0 •• 
Above 20 " 
T O T A L 
of tn 
No. 
larr ied l i f e 
of d ivorcee 
10 
18 
12 
07 
0 3 
50 
% 
20 
36 
24 
14 
06 
100 
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From the point of duration of married life, table 
3.8 reveals some very important information., 20% marriages 
terminated into divorce before the couples could celebrate 
their first marriage anniversary while 18 out of 50 cases 
(36%) could enjoy the pleasures of marripd life only for a 
period ranging from 1 - 5 years of married life while^l4% 
cases of divorce are in the category of the couples with 
married life of 10 - 20 years and there are only 6% cases 
above 20 years of married life. 
Thus, on the basis of above analysis, it may be 
inferred that risk of divorce is higher during the first 
f ive years of marripd l i f e . This may a message to t he ^ 6 
ind iv idua l s and agencies engaged in t h e study of family 
welfare and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 
Economic 
S ta tus 
Working 
Non-working 
T O T A L 
Table -
s t a t u s of 
No, 
- 3.9 
divorc 
. of d ivorcee 
20 
30 
50 
ed women 
P ercentaqe 
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60 
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From t h e point of economic s t a t u s of divorced 
women the above t a b l e r e v e a l s t h a t ?0 respondents (40%) 
a r e working while 30 (60%) a r e non-working. I t means 
t h a t non-working married women have no d i f f e r e n t i a l 
chance with regard t o divorced as compared t o t he working 
women. I t may be pointed out here t h e data r e l a t i n g to 
t h e s t a t u s of working and non-v.-orking women i n d i c a t e s t h e 
p o s i t i o n of women a f t e r t h e i r d ivorce . The s t a t u s before 
d ivorce was t h a t majori ty of t h e respondents was non-
working and few of them entered in to economy a f t e r t h e i r 
d ivo rce . 
Table.- .3.10 47 
Causes of divorce 
Causes No. of divorcee percentage 
1. Dowry 09 18 
2. Extra marital sexual 
relationship 14 28 
3. Alcohal lc husband 02 04 
4. Harassment and i l l - t r e a t m e n t 
by in- laws family 15 30 
5 . Impotency 0? 04 
6 . Mentally d i s t u r b husband 03 06 
7. Ch i ld lessness 05 10 
T O T A L 50 100 
Divorce is a complex phenomenon. Its causes are 
varied. The causes of divorce in the present Indian 
society are mutifarious. In a tradition oriented society 
looking for modernization and change, the problem becomes 
further complicated. Contradictory forces of tradition and 
modernity quite often create a situation of uncertainty 
and confusion. In this study when information about causes 
of divorce was collected from the respondents, we came to 
know various factors. A detail of such factors is presented 
in table 3.10. A careful scrutiny of this table reveals 
that 18% divorces are caused due to dowry. 9 out of 50 
respondents are of the view that their husbands divorced 
them for the sake of dowry. As we have seen in our earlier 
presentation majority of divorced women belongs to middle 
class group, it re-establishes the thesis that dowry is 
12 primarily a problem of urban middle class families. 
28 respondents associate extra marital relationship of 
husbands as the ba-slc cause of their divorce. Extra marital 
relationship throuqh not very uncommon, is a matter of social 
condemnation in every society and more so in Indian Hindu 
society which recognizes m.arriage as sacrament and wife 
as Ardhangini. A wife's sensitivity towards her husband's 
sex relations is therefore understandable and seeking 
divorce on this count is psychologically needed and society 
approved* 
The major i ty of respondents (30%) revea led t h a t 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t by mother- in- law and husband was the main 
reason for d ivorce . The husband and family members were 
t h e main source of m a r i t a l f r i c t i o n . They expected t h e 
respondent to manage t h e e n t i r e household work without any 
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a s s i s t a n c e . Dual r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e respondent for 49 
earning an income and doing a l l t h e household often 
r e s u l t e d in q u a r r e l s and t ens ion between t h e spouses in 
p a r t i c u l a r , and in t h e family in g e n e r a l . Most of t h e 
rpspondents a l so confessed t h a t frequent I n s u l t s , 
*>\jmi liart lovx sr\d coviit InuOUS WjY-dSSwervt for ware dowry by 
t h e i r pa ren t s in law forced them to seek d ivorce , 
Rama Mehta observes in her study "Divorced women" 
t h a t "Majority of women found the dominence of t h e i r i n -
laws very d i f f i c u l t t o accep t . Inlaws expected unquestioned 
submissiveness t o t h e i r w i l l , whereas t h e educated women did 
not went to accept a u t h o r i t y , •• 
Of t h e remaining A% excessive d r i n k i n g , 4% impotency, 
696 mental unsoundness, c h i l d l e s s n e s s 10% have been t h e 
reasons for d ivorce . 
Tabl 
P r i o r i t i 
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When the respondents were asked the educotlon that 
what are the priorities of their life* 48% answered that 
trying to improve their status is their first responsibility, 
37% told that to educate their children is their first aim, 
9% respondents desire to settle their children while 6% 
feel that the immediate priority of their life is to arrange 
the marriage of their children. Thus, the above information 
helps us to understand that majority of the divorced 
women look for the improvement of their status. It, 
therefore, means that the incident of divorce leads to a 
serious loss of status of women. It is therefore quite 
normal and natural to realize that the honour and the 
prestige of the women have gone down. To get the same 
once again may be indifferent way, in the choosen priority 
of majority of women who are the victims of divorce. 
Another basic concern of the women of this category is the 
proper education of the children. A proper education of 
their children will not only ensure economic security 
of the mother but it will also protect the social honour 
and prestige of a divorced mother who is under a crises 
of social identity. 
Table - 12 
A t t i t u d e towards re -marr laqe 
A t t i t u d e No. of d ivorcee percentage 
Preference 16 3? 
Indi f fe rence 04 04 
Reject ion 30 60 
T O T A L 50 100 
Responses to the ques t ion whether t h e respondents 
would l i k e to remarry, 32% favoured r emar r i age , 8% remained 
I n d i f f e r e n t , 60% of t he respondents r e j e c t t he Idea of 
r e -mar r i age . Thus, o n e - t h i r d of our respondents a re agree 
for remarr iage while 60% have r e j e c t e d t h e idea . Perhaps , 
t h e r e j e c t i o n of t h e idea of remarr iage i s due to two 
f a c t o r s . One psychological i . e . , a divorced woman may not 
be prepared t o involve h e r s e l f in to a r i s k of unhappy l i f e 
by en te r ing in to bad luck. Second, reason may be s o c i a l . 
I f divorced women has t o meet her s o c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s of 
upbr ining and education of t h e ch i ldren she may not l i k e 
to opt a course of remarr iage due to t h e fac tor of s o c i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . In t h e coming t a b l e an attempt i s being made 
to p resen t t h e information on the ques t ion as to what i s the 
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var ious reasons* not to rpmarry, 
TABLE - 13 
Reasons for not t o retnarrv* 
Reasons Number of divorcee 
Not p o s s i b l e 07 
For t he sake of ch i ld ren 12 
Rel igious cons idera t ion 09 
Age fac to r 02 
percen tage 
23 
40 
30 
07 
T O T A L 30 100 
When the reasons were asked for not remarrying 
23% respondents informed that it is not possible. 40% of 
respondents who have children do not want to marry again 
because of the ill effect it will have on their children. 
Commenting on this, Rama Mehta says, "Majority of the 
divorced women regarded re-marriage as immoral or unethical 
proportion, Most of them did not contemplate remarriage 
mainly due to social circumstances or due to the effect that 
it will have on children. Since the majority of the 
respondents took fates their children and consider them as 
their only source of happiness. They do not want to spoil 
the relation with them," 30% reject to retnarry due to 
religious considerations and 7% of them feel that they 
are too old to remarry, 
DIVORCED WOMEN - CASE STUDY NO. 
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Dark till and extremely talkative, Rozi Slman 
is a 4? years old divorced woman. She belongs to an 
upper middle class family of two brothers andtwo sisters 
of whom she is the youngest. 
They are protestent Christians belonging originally 
to Aligarh district. Her father was a military officer and 
mother a teacher. Her two brothers are well qualified and 
hold high positions in the government. 
Both Rozi and her elder sister are post graduate 
degree holders while her sister recently retired from service 
as a teacher in school, Rozi continues to be in service 
as a teacher in a corporation High School. She earns an 
income of 1500 per months, 
Rozi's experience is indeed pathetic. Her trauma 
began during her childhood itself. She recalls being a 
neglected child. Her mother always ill treated her, deprived 
her of love and affection which she longed for, Rozi feels 
that her mother was distinctly partial to her sister showing 
her with much love and affection. This created a rift 
between the two sisters as a consequence of which apart 
from rivarlary, there was jealousy and bitterness between 
them. She developed the negative feelings of anger and 
hatred particularly, towards her mother, and wanting to 
show her mother and sister that she could not live on her 
own, she looked for love and affection outside the home. 
It was during this phase that Rozi developed a 
close friendship with her collegemate who paid her a lot of 
attention and gave her the warmth that she sought. She 
also gave her gifts. Little Hid Rozi know that her friend 
was deceiving her with an ulterior motive in mind. 
Knowing Rozi's sad, lonely childhood and feigning 
sympathy towards her, her friend proposed that Rozi marry 
her brother, who was highly qualified and well employed. 
Rozi did not know that in fact her friend brother was of ill 
repute and highly irresponsible. She agreed to marry her 
brother, partly because she wanted to spite her mother and 
sister and partly to show that she was capable of leading 
her own life without any assistance from them, 
Blessfully unaware of the problems that she would 
encounter, Rozi spepped into her martimonial home weaving 
dreams of a happy home built on love and affection. But to 
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her dismay she found her husband not only uneducated but j-j-
also unemployed. The entire responsibility of managing 
the household and maintaining her husband fell on her. 
Though, inwardly shocked, Rozi put up a brave front 
to the outside world and faced all odds that came her way 
with courage. She made efforts to educate her husband 
and secure him gainful employment through friends and well 
wishers. 
However, being extremely irresponsible, her husband 
was not interested either in gaining education or securing 
a job. He constantly demand mQney from working wife and 
if she failed to comply with his demands he humiliated 
and tortured her physically. 
Rozi suffered all the hurt, humiliation and 
insults, hoping that realisation would down upon him 
and he would change for the better. She put up with him 
for 16 years. Rozi confess that during this period her 
husband deserted her several times, each time she tried to 
patch up the differences between them as she did not want 
others to know about their disharmonious marital life. 
She also confessed that her husband was a sexual pervert 
for which she detested him deeply. 
The only s t reak of b r igh tnes s In her dark l i f e tlR 
was b i r t h of her daughter . For t h e f i r s t t ime in her 
l i f e she could experience some happiness . Seeing the 
l i t t l e baby she could forget a l l her h e a r t - a c h , agony 
and mental anguish. She continued to cohabi t with her 
husband, for t h e sake of t he chi ld and s o c i e t y . She 
did not r e v e a l even on her pa ren t s t h e hardships she had 
undergone because of her husband. 
But, when her husband, i n s p i t e of her a t tempts to 
co r rec t him, continued to harass and t o t o r t u r e her 
p h y s i c a l l y , even in t he presence of her daughter , she 
decided t o d ivorce him. She consulted seve ra l lawyers and 
f i l e d a case for divorce on the ground of phys ica l and 
mental c r u e l i t y . 
Her husband ran away from home and married a 
Muslim woman. The l ega l procedure took 3 years before 
she could obta in a decree divorce from t h e cour t , 
Rozi i s cu r ren t ly s t ay ing with her daughter and 
son-in- law who were married r e c e n t l y . Though l e g a l l y 
f ree from her husband, Rozi i s not f ree from being 
exp lo i t ed . Her own daughter and son-in- law ex t r ac t both 
money and work from her . Compelled to spend a l l her 
savings on them and fur ther drain h e r s e l f in phys ica l work, 
Rozl seems to have little faith in human beings, 5 7 
At the work place also she considers herself the focus 
of discussion among her colleagues. She reported that 
several men, teachers in the school tried to molest her 
sexually. According to Rozi, "To be born a woman is a 
curse and to be single is a double curse," She further 
relates that single women are not allowed to be happy. 
They are not even permitted to dress and move about with 
respect. 
Recapitulating Rozi says that life has never been 
kind to her. Ill-treated by mother, tortured by husband, 
mocked at by colleagues and exploited by her daughter, she 
never had a peace in life. 
An enquiry into her further plans reveals that at 
present she is friendly with a Brahmin boy. Though he has 
been pressing her to marry him she discounts the possibility 
of marriage. With the bitter experience of one marriage 
haunting her, Rozi fears to plunge into another. 
The above case history of the respondent reveals 
that she has displayed laudable courage in facing the 
problems she encountered in her life. She has refused to 
accept her s i tuat ion as desting by ba t t l ing along jQ 
without any moral suppor t . Very few s i n g l e women d i sp lay 
t h e kind of s t r eng th which Rozi has d i sp layed , 
DIVORCED WOMEN - CASE STUDY - 2 : 
Una i s a 30 years old Hindu Brahmin who divorced 
her husband about two years ago. Her family c o n s i s t s of 
her mother and younger s i s t e r . Her mother i s a l so 
separa ted from her husband; he i s a mental ly unsound 
pe r son , l i v i n g away from t h e family. 
Uma's marriage was arranged by her uncle t o a man 
belonging t o her c a s t e . Being t e c h n i c a l l y q u a l i f i e d 
and employed in a government es tab l i shment , h i s income 
exceeded Rs. 3000/- per month. As such, t h e condi t ion 
put by t he groom was t h a t Uma re s ign her job before her 
marriage and accordingly Uma l e f t t h e j o b . 
To perform the marr iage the family spent Rs. 50000/-
in cash apar t from gold ornaments, s i l v e r and o the r house-
hold a r t i c l e s for he r . 
For two years a f t e r her marriage she. l ived in her 
husband's house along with h i s mother. Unfor tuna te ly , 
her mother- in- law was a g rea t source of t r o u b l e to t h e i r 
m a r i t a l happiness . T h i s , according t o Uma, might have been 
due t o her own f a i l u r e in marriage." She a l so l e a r n t j " 
t h a t her tnother-ln-law was an i r r e s p o n s i b l e woman who had 
run away from her husband when she was expecting her only 
ch i ld i . e . , her husband. Therefore , she was g r ea t l y 
a t tached t o her only son. She could not t o l e r a t e any o the r 
person in her son ' s l i f e . The r e sponden t ' s husband was 
a lso equal ly a t tached to h i s mother and had never disobeyed 
or caused any unhappiness to her . 
The immense attachment of mother and son was 
r e spons ib l e for a r i f t in t he husband and wife r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
Uma's mother in law never gave them an oppor tuni ty to t a l k 
or go out t o g e t h e r . She monopolised a l l her son ' s t i m e , 
r i g h t from t a l k i n g to going out for an evening walk. Thus, 
gradual ly t h e r e was l i t t l e communication between them and 
Uma f e l t t o t a l l y i s o l a t e d . This a p a r t , her mother- in- law 
went to the extent of complaining aga ins t her as a r e s u l t 
of which her husband became ind i f f e r en t and cold towards 
he r . Una sees her mother- in- law as a s e l f i s h , mean and 
possess ive woman. And a t t imes , she f e l t t h a t she was 
abnormal, a t t imes she even feared being alone with he r . 
Not s a t i s f i e d with what was offered at t h e time of mar r i age , 
Una avers t h a t her mother- in- law a lso forced her to br ing 
more dowry. 
The mother and son often jo in t ly i l l - t r e a t e d Uma. Their 
indifferent and inconsiderate a t t i t ude , especially that of 
her husband* greatly hurt her. 
Her mother-in-law's possessive nature crossed a l l 
l imits when she kept her son physically away from Uma, Her 
husband being timid by nature did not object to even t h i s 
separation. Thus, the respondent being unable to bear the 
humiliations meted out to her sought refuge at her paren t ' s 
house. 
Consequently, she i s l iving with her mother. Some 
of her friends t r i ed to bring reconci l ia t ion between her 
and her husband. But the adamant, negative a t t i tude of 
the mother-in-law and her sustained domination over her 
son did not help in bringing them together, 
Vma has informed her husband that she i s will ing to 
give her marriage a second chance if he i s agreeable and 
will ing to set up a separate house. However, she feels 
her husband i s too weak to take such a bold s tep. 
Though looked after well by her parents , Una 
considers herself a burden to her mother. She i s sorry 
that she resigned her job and i s now looking for a sui table 
job so that she can l ive independently with her daughter. 
She also feels that the chances of her younger s i s t e r ' s 
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marriage have been considerably reduced because of her h |^  
separation and her residing in her mother's house* 
Una says, "As a separated woman I have to face a 
lot of humiliation from my r e l a t i v e s , " Therefore, she 
minimises her social l i f e , and so feels lonely and deserted. 
Being unemployed and social ly at a disadvantage she 
constantly worries about the future. 
An enquiry into the poss ib i l i ty of a re-marriage 
reveals that LVna holds no such plans but she does not rule 
out the poss ib i l i ty of a reconci l ia t ion with her husband 
if he agreed to her condition of se t t ing up an independent 
house, Uma hopes that sometime her husband wil l be able 
to break away from his ever-dominant mother and l ive with 
her. For the fulfilment of th i s fond hope and her daughter 
she l ives . 
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CHAPFER > 4 
PROFILE OF WIDOW WOMEN 
The present Chapter deals with socio-economic 
background of the widow women in urban situation tradionally 
in the position of widows is full of problems and agonies. 
Apart from social stigma, that is associated with 
widowhood in Hindu society, the emotional and economic 
crises that they undergo in re-establishing their lives 
effect their physical and mental health. The situation 
becomes much complicated in case of young widows who have 
led a brief period of married' life and thus are burdened 
with the problem, of looking-after and maintenance of their 
will in children. The position of young widows without a 
child is further difficult in the sense that she not only 
caries the social stigma on being widow but also faced " 
the problem of remarriage and maintenance. Thus a widow 
has to suffer a lot of emotional, psychological, social 
and economic problems in maintaining herself and her social 
life, Commonsense observation tells us th^t the problems 
of widow women are not similar in nature and quality in 
different sections of our society. Economic and psychological 
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c r i s e s may have a r e l a t i o n s h i p with soc ia l and 
educational s t a t u s of t he widow as indiv idual and as the 
member of her family. I t i s therefore , in the f i t ne s s of 
t h i n g s , t h a t we should have a c lear understanding of 
socio-economic and educational back-grounds of the widows 
with the view to find out a r e l a t i o n s h i p , i f any, with the 
nature and the type of the problems t h a t t h e widow womei are 
facing. In t h e discussion to follow an attempt sha l l be 
made to examine and findout t h e bas ic elements of socie ty 
and economy of widow women. 
Table - 4.1 
Social Back-ground 
Background Number of widows percentage 
Rural 24 48 
Urban 26 52 
T O T A L 50 100 
As regards to the soc i a l background of the widow 
respondents i t i s seen t h a t 4G% of them were r e l a t e d t o 
r u r a l areas and 52% were r e l a t e d to urban a r ea s . 
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Thus, the sample indicates, that half of the 
respondents living in city have initially rural back-
ground, while the other half has a typical urban background. 
Table 4, 
Educa t iona l 
Educat ion No* 
I l l i t e r a t e 
Below High School 
High School 
I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Graduate 
Pos t -Gradua t e & above 
S t a t u s 
.2 
of 
of widows 
P3 
11 
05 
03 
04 
04 
Wi dows 
P« >r cent age 
46 
22 
10 
06 
08 
08 
T O T A L 50 100 
An analys is of the data r e l a t e d to educational 
s t a t u s of t h e respondents shows, t h a t majority of them 
are i l l i t e r a t e i . e . , 46%, 22% of t h e widows have below 
High School education, 10% have High School education, 
6% were In termediate , 8% graduate , and r e s t 8% have the 
education of postgraduate and above. 
66 
If the above data is further treated into two 
categories of illiterate and educated, we find that 
their ratio becomes almost equal. Thus, in the present 
sample it is not very clear whether educational status 
plays any significant rule 7 In the next chapter, while 
examining the problems of widows, an attempt shall be 
made to examine their problems with respect to some 
variables including education. At the-moment, it can be 
said, that occurrence of widowhood is thoroughly spread 
in our society. 
Table - 4.3 
Family type 
Joint 
Nuclear 
Husbands family type 
No. of widows 
25 
25 
percentage 
50 
50 
T O T A L 50 100 
In terms of husbands* family type, we find that 
50% widow respondents have joint family, 'This may be 
due to their economic dependence, 50 per cent belonging 
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to the older age group and therefore having chi ldren 
who are gainful ly employed* I t fur ther sugges ts , t ha t 
na ture and type of family in urban India i s ne i ther 
t y p i c a l l y nuc lea r , nor overwhelmingly j o i n t . Studies 
of urban family may helps us to assess t h e present pos i t i on 
of family type in Urban India , 
TABLE - 4«4 
Occupation of Husbands, 
Occupation No. ot widoWS Percentage 
06 
14 
04 
10 
16 
16 
06 
0? 
16 
08 
0? 
Doctor"^  
Teacher 
Engineer 
Bank employee 
Business 
Labourer 
Clerks 
Government job 
Farmers 
Advocates 
Guard 
03 
07 
0? 
05 
08 
08 
03 
01 
08 
04 
01 
T O T A L 50 100 
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As regards the occupation of husbands of widow women 
t a b l e 4,4 i nd ica t e s tha t 1696 husbands of widow women 
were businessmen, ©^percent farmers, and another 10 per 
cent labourers and the rest (68%) were employed in govern-
ment j o b s , and professions l i k e teaching and medicines. 
I t means t h a t soc ia l and economic background of the family 
to which the widow respondent belong was q u i t e high. Most 
of the profess ions l i s t e d in the above t a b l e are l e a s t 
hazardous and r i s k y . I t means tha t general awareness even 
among educated and employed people regarding heal th and 
hygiene i s q u i t e poor and longivi ty of urban male population 
i s a lso low. 
Occupation 
Nurse 
Teacher 
Clerk 
Labour 
Handicraft 
Table -
Occupation of 
4.5 
widows. 
No. of widows 
02 
06 
04 
13 
02 
Percent 
07 
22 
15 
49 
• 07 
T O T A L 27 100 
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Table 4,5 reveals that only 27 out of 50 widow 
respondents are the working women. It means 23 (46%) 
widow respondents are not working women. Further details of 
working women indicates that 54% working women are employed 
in the professions like nursing, office work and manual 
labour. Table 4,5 indicates that 7% working women are 
nurses, 22% teachers, 15% in clerical jobs, 49% labourers 
and 7% in handicraft industry. 
Thus we find that among working women 49% are the 
labourers. If the number of non-working womea is added 
to this category, we find that roughly 75% widow women are 
either non-working or working as labourers. In table 
dealing with the occupation of husbands, we have seen that 
16% husbands were labourers while 49% working widow women 
had taken to physical labour for their livelihood. This 
perhaps indicates the diplorable economic condition of 
widow women. This also indicates the dependency situation 
of widow women. Thus, majority of the widow women is 
likely to face one or the other economic crises in their 
life. It is at this point that the attention of the 
government and women organization is to be attracted. 
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Table ~ 4»6 
>Aonthlv income of widows 
Income in fe« No, of widows 
Below 5(X) 
5CX) - lOOO 
1000 - 5000 
5000 above 
T O T A L 27 100 
Table 4,6 regarding the monthly income of the working 
widows indicates that 26% get below Rs, 500/-, 29 percent 
fts, 500 - 1000, and 45% 1000 - 5000 income per months 
07 
08 
12 
Nil 
26 
29 
45 
Nil 
Children 
Nil 
1 
2 
3 
4 
More than 
T O T A L 
4 
TABLE 
Number of 
4,7 
children 
No. of widows 
01 
07 
08 
13 
07 
14 
50 
Percentaae 
02 
14 
16 
26 
14 
28 
100 
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As regard? to t h e number of chi ldren of the widow 
women I t I s seen t ha t 2% of t he respondents are c h i l d l e s s , 
4% have one c h i l d , 16% two ch i ld ren , 26% t h r e e ch i ld ren , 
fourteen percent have four;^ -ox; more^chiidren. 
Thus we find t h a t almost every widow women in our 
sample has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of bearing her ch i l d , while 
in the e a r l i e r t a b l e we had seen tha t near ly 50% respondents 
are not working women. Thus, the economic r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
without resources i s a s i t u a t i o n of soc ia l c r i s e s , which a 
widow women i s facing. 
Table - 4,8 
Age a t marriage 
Age in years No. of widows percentage 
Below 20 41 82 
20 - 25 08 16 
2 5 - 3 0 01 02 
3 0 - 3 5 Nil Nil 
T O T A L 50 100 
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An analysis of age at marriage of the widow 
respondents shows that a great number of widows (82%) 
were married before attaining an age of 20 years, 16% 
married in the age of 20 - 25 years, while 2% were 
married in the age of 25 - 30, It means, that a majority 
of the respondents was married in their early age. 
A further research to find out some relationship 
between early marriage and incidence of wodowhood may be 
sociologically relevant. The above data shows that the 
provisions of Child Marriage (Restraint) Act are not 
generally applied even in so called advance and expose 
urban society. It, therefore, suggests that legal sanctions 
in the absence of a proper social climate do not lead to 
positive consequences. 
Table - 4,9 
Years 
1 
5 -
10 -
15 -
20 -
5 
10 
15 
20 
25 
25 above 
TOTAL 
Dur. 
No. 
ation of marr 
of widows 
05 
06 
07 
06 
08 
10 
50 
led life 
Percentage 
10 
12 
14 
19 
16 
20 
100 
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An analysis of the details abbut duration ol 
married life reveals that 10% of the widow respondents 
could enjoy the married life for the period of 1 - 5 
years, 12% 5 to 10 years, 14% lO - 15 years, 12% 
enjoyed their married life for 15 to 20 years, 16% 
20 to 25 years, and 3 ^ respondents had the pleasures 
of married life for more than 25 years. Thus we see that 
the occurrence of widowhood is thoroughly spread in all 
sections of society. This indicates a high mortality 
rate of Indian population irrespective of age group. 
Table - 4.10 
Causes 
Cancer 
Heart a t tack 
Jaundice 
Excessive dr ink 
Accident 
Suicide 
Murder 
Old age 
T O T A L 
Causes 
i n g 
o f bei 
No. 
nq wi dow 
of widows 
04 
11 
02 
02 
07 
01 
05 
18 
50 
^ 
• 
Percentage 
08 
22 
04 
04 
14 
02 
10 
36 
100 
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As regards to various causes 6f death of husbands 
leading to widowhood of women table 4,10 provides us 
some interesting Information, After a close examination 
of the data in table 4.10 we find that only 36% husbands 
died due to old age, and the rest lost their lives due to 
fatal diseases like cancer and heart attack, and social 
problems like suicide, murder and excessive drinking. 
The information further tells us thc^ t some 30% husbands 
died unnatural death due to crime and disorganization so 
prevalent in our society. 
Table - 11 
PRIORITIES OF LIFE, 
P r i o r i t i e s No, of widows Percentage 
Education of children 
Marriage of chi ldren 
Settlement of chi ldren 
23 
15 
05 
53 
35 
12 
T O T A L 43 100 
About the p r i o r i t i e s of t h e i r l i f e 53% respondents 
have repor ted t h a t education of chi ldren i s t h e i r f i r s t 
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responsibility, 35% feel that marriage of their 
children is their basic concern, while 12% widow women 
are interested in the settlement of their children. 
Thus in one or the other way, all the widows are 
interested in the future and the betterment of their 
children. This indicates the involvement of Indian women 
in the family and children. This provides a social 
psychological dimentions of the personality of Indian 
women whose traditional responsibility has been to look-
after the family. 
When asked about their intention to remarry, all 
the widow respondents rejected the idea. When tried to 
explore further, the respondents explained that they are 
basically interested in their children and not a new 
husband. Few of them reported that it makes no sense to 
remarry. This attitude reflects the tranditionality of 
Indian women, and thus the continuity of Indian tradition, 
WIDOW CASE STUDV NO. 1 : 
Kamla, a 48 years old virgin widow, is employed 
as a school teacher in a private school on a salary of 
Rs, 400/- per month. Belonging to a highly conservative 
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Brahmin family, and being the only*daughter of her 
parents they wanted to get her married as early as 
possible to relieve themselves of the responsibility of 
their only female child. Thus, Kamla was married when 
she was hardly 11 years old by the elders in the family 
to a boy belonging to a respectable brahmin family who was 
a final year graduate student, 
Kamla has two elder brothers who are educated and 
employed and well settled in life, Kamla however, could 
not persue her education. She was detained at home to 
prepare herself to be a good customary house-wife. She 
was not sent to her husband*s house for two reasons. 
Firstly, she had not come of age and secondly her husband, 
still a student, had to complete his education and also 
secure a job. 
But fate seems to have had different plans for 
Kamla, Even after 4 years of marriage he could not get 
through his graduate examination inspite of repeated 
attempts, he committed suicide, 
Kamla's parents were heart broken and grieved much 
for their daughter. Young and innocent Kamla was not in 
a position to understand the gravity of the situation. 
But her parents with much understanding and patience were 
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able to d i sc lose to he r , her exact^ s t a tu s as t ha t as a 
widow. She was encouraged to continue her education. 
Although she was a brahmin, her parents did not fee l 
the need to d i s f igure her as most other widows and she 
was looked a f t e r well by them. 
In view of the need to be economically independent 
Kamla took up a p rofess ional course. She completed her 
degree in education. After the death of her p a r e n t s , 
she sought she l t e r with her brother who by then had been 
married for some t ime. 
She was looked a f te r w e l l , but soon th ings went 
wrong. Her s i s t e r - i n - l a w began to i l l - t r e a t her for being 
a burden on t h e i r family, unable to t o l e r a t e the i n s u l t s , 
Kamla decided to be independent and t h e r e f o r e , s t a r t e d 
looking for a job , Insp i t e of being t r a ined she was 
unable to secure a job . With no other a l t e r n a t i v e , she 
was forced to accept a job in a p r i v a t e school for a 
meagre sa la ry of Rs. 4CXD/- p.m. 
Though re l i eved of being a burden to her b r o t h e r ' s 
family Kamla was not happy at her j ob . Over burdened with 
a lo t of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , coupl«d with'Ion^'how^s of work 
and little facilities she found herself tired both 
physically and mentally. 
At home she was forced to do all household choses 
but was not given proper.treatment by any of the family 
members. She was not allowed to participate in any 
family functions as they considered her inauspicious and 
treated her like a outcaste. None of them showed any 
sympathy or understanding of her problems. 
Kamla often felt depressed, lonely and apathetic 
towards the whole of society. She had none with whom to 
confide her feelings. She went on to say that she 
retained her sanity only because of her job which provided 
her some relief from her worries. 
Widowed for over 37 years, Kamla fears that her early 
widowhood is the punishment for sins committed in her 
previous life. 
She says that as a single'woman she had to 
encounter a lot of problems in life. Asked why she did 
not marry, Kamla said to her orthodox parents were entirely 
against it. After several years she did contemplate 
marriage but she lacked the courage to confide her desire 
to anybody for fear of being ridiculed and shunned by her 
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family members and relatives. 
An enquiry into the plans she has made for the future 
reveals that she visualises nothing but darkness. She 
wants to retain her same job until retirement and then 
plansto use her savings to go on a pilgrimage in order to 
redeem herself from her past sins, 
CASE STUPy NO. 2 t 
Shyama Devi i s a 65 years old widow who belongs 
to a conservat ive family. She has two daughters . She 
has been educated upto the 7th s tandard. She was married 
at t h e age of 18 years to a boy within the same c a s t e . 
Her husband was a graudate and was employed as a school 
t eache r . She had led a happy l i f e t i l l she los t her 
husband due to heart a t t a c k . She was widowed at t he 
age of 60 y e a r s . 
Though being a brahmin, widowed l a t e in l i f e , 
Shyama Devi was not d isf igured nor allowed to shave her 
head by her own family members. She abs ta ins from 
herse l f and wears only simple and sober c lo thes . 
Having had both her daughters marr ied, at widowhood 
she has been l iv ing with her younger daughter-son-in- law. 
She has been looked a f t e r well by them. F inanc ia l ly , 
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she does not face any problem as her late husband 
left her financially sound. Psychologically she feels very 
lonely in life. Accustomed to her husband company and 
support she misses him at very point in life. 
Being quite aged she has not been keeping good 
health and she rarely goes out of house. She abstains 
from attending any social function. She feels that widows 
are treated with disrespect. Further, of late being 
aged and leading a happy married life she was often drawn 
to the fore-front and made to play an important role in 
all social activities, and now all of a sudden she is 
pushed to the background. This sudden switch in importance, 
she has not been able to accept and therefore finds it more 
embarrassing to attend them, 
Shayama Devi is very orthodox and is totally 
against the idea of widow remarriage. She plans to visit 
various places in the future. 
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Chapter - 5 
Problems of divorced & widow women. 
Women as a social category in general and in 
traditional societies in particular are considered 
inferior to men. For a woman being single whether out 
of choice or by the force of compulsion is not only 
economically insecure but also socially and psychologically 
quite stagmatic and discouraging. Institutions of 
marriage, property and inheritance in most of the world 
societies reflect the inferior status of the women. In 
traditional Hindu society a woman neither has a substantive 
share in the parental property nor she inherits any share 
from her inlaws. The two schools of Hindu jurisprudence 
Daya Bhaga and Witakshara do not recognize any share 
for the women. This may be one of the reasons that 
marriage institution does not recognize wife*s right to 
divorce. The institution of property and inheritance 
also do not give them right. Thus, from economic point 
of view, Hindu women are in a situation of total dependence. 
Economic insecurity leads to other insecurities. This 
may be one of the explanation of socially low status of 
women in Indian society. 
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In the present chapter, an attempt has been made 
to understand and examine various social economic and 
psychological problems of single (divorced and widow 
women) in urban area. 
S o c i a l d i f f i 
Problems 
Lack o f 
s o c i a l suppo: 
F inanc ia l 
Sexual 
No problem 
T O T A L 
c u l t l 
No. 
rt 
es 
of 
Table 
of divori 
d ivorcee 
07 
25 
14 
04 
50 
5 .1 
ced a 
% 
14 
50 
28 
08 
100 
nd 
No 
widow won len. 
1. of widows 
22 
07 
0 4 
17 
50-
% 
44 
14 
08 
34 
100 
With regards to social problems faced by the 
respondentsj we find that 4 (8%) divorced women have no 
problem. It means that 46 (92%) are involve with one or 
the other type of problems. Looking at table 5.1, one 
comes to know that most of the divorced women are to face 
financial problems. Out of 50, 25 respondents (50%) 
accept that economy is their basic problem. This situation 
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is quite obvious in the absence of some reliable social 
security measures. The position of the women of this 
category is likely to remain vulnerable. Economic 
problems have their own repercussions. It is more so 
when the social individual is suffering from other 
insecurities also. Studies of individual disorganization 
reveal that deviance like crime and prostitution is a 
function of economic deprivation. Thus, for a single women 
like a divorced one, it is not strange if one or the other 
type of disorganizations have entered in her life. 
In case of widow women, there are 52 respondents ("44%) 
who have financial problems. This figure is lower than 
that of the divorced women. A possible explanation is that 
some of the widow women have their children to support them. 
Few of them also get pension from the government and other 
departments, in which their husbands were employed. 
28%^respondents have sexual problems. Again it is 
not abnormal and unnatural. Sex is a natural requirement 
of a living being. In case of human being, it is not only 
natural but also gets a social sanction. This creates a 
problem for those whose social avenues for the gratification 
of sex are closed. The complexity of problem can be easily 
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reaiizea wnen one comes xo Know xnax majorixy ot 
respondents could enjoy the pleasures of married life 
for 1 - 10 years only. 
In case of widow women, there are v respondents 
2/ 
(Jr4%) who have sexual problem. When we see table 5.1, 
we find that sexual problem is more among divorced 
women. It may be due to that majority of divorced women 
are childless or in their young age, 
14% divorced women have the problem of lack of 
social support. It is observed that divorced women have 
not any support towards society because they are considered 
stagmatic in our society. In case of widow women —8%^ 
have lack of social support. In comparision with divorced 
women, widow women have less problem of lack of social 
support because widow women get sympathy from the society 
and family members because they are considered unfortunate, 
8% divorced respondents informed that they have no 
problem and did not give any reply. In case of widow women, 
34% have no problem. Among these women, some are childless, 
some have well settled children and their .daughters are 
married. So, they have no problem. 
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Status 
Status in parental family. 
No. of divorcee % No. of widow % 
Norma1 
Sympathy 
High 
I n d i f f e r e n t 
Low 
T O T A L 
16 
20 
06 
0 4 
04 
50 
3? 
40 
12 
08 
08 
100 
11 
19 
13 
01 
06 
50 
22 
38 
26 
02 
12 
100 
With regards to the status in parental family 
we find that 16 divorced (32%) women out *of 50 have a 
normal status in their parental family. While 22% of 
widow women have normal position, 40% of w4dews have 
sympathetic treatment, on the other hand, 38% widow 
women feel the same treatment, 12% widows informed their 
higher status while 26% of widows have higher status in 
their parental family. It may be because divorced women 
are considered stagmatic in our society. It is expected 
to a woman to remain with her husband whether he be a 
wicked man. So, when a woman takes divorce from her 
86 
husband, society does not accept her . On the other 
hand, widow women have t h e i r own family. Jo in t famil ies 
a re also prevalent now-a-days. Elder persons are also 
regarded and respected . So, widow women's s t a tus in 
pa ren ta l family i s b e t t e r than divorced women. 8% 
divorced women feel low s t a t u s while 12% widow women. Widow 
women fee l low s t a tu s because t h e i r chi ldren and daughter-
in-law misbehave with them. 
In the pages to follow same de ta i l ed information 
s h a l l be discussed with regard to bad treatment of mother-in-
law, by t h e i r own chi ldren and the daughter-inlaw (Ref, 
Table 5,4) 
Table 5,3 
Taking decis 
Self 
Children 
Parents 
Inlaws 
Rela t ives 
T O T A L 
Par t i c 
sion No. 
:ipa 
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divorce 
17 
01 
28 
— 
04 
50 
decision ma 
se % 
34 
0? 
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08 
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No. 
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of widow 
28 
14 
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01 
01 
50 
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28 
12 
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02 
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With regards to participation in decision 
making 17 divorced women (34%) take decision themselves 
and widow women 28 {56%)» It means that widow women 
are more free to take decision about various aspects of 
life then divorced women. 2% divorced respondent and 
28 widows informed that their children take decision 
in the matter of various life situations. This 
difference may be due to a relatively complete social 
life of widow while majority of divorced women have no 
children. 
28 divorced women (56%) answered that their 
parents take decision on their behalf. 6 (12%) widows 
parents interfere in decision making. It may be due to 
that the women who divorced their husbands are more 
powerful and have more confidence. Inlaws do not 
interfere in divorced women's life. But in case of 
widow women one widow woman's (2%) inlaws participated 
in decision making. 4 (8%) divorced women's life 
decision are taken by relatives while only 2% divorced 
women depend on the relatives for taking decision. 
Thus t we find that in case of majority of divorced 
women's (56%) parents interefere in regulating their 
life is seen while majority of widow women (56%) are 
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self dependent in terms of making*decision about 
their.life. It may, therefore, be inferred that the divorced 
women have to remain dependent upon one or the other 
person and, on the other member of her family while widow 
woman mostly operates independently in the choice of 
her life. The situation indicates again an inferior 
position of a divorced woman even in urban areas. 
Table - 5.4 
Problems with respect to children. 
Problems No, of divorcee % No, of widow % 
Socialization 
and control of 
children 08 21 09 18 
Education 11 29 , 16 32 
Marriage 13 35 03 06 
Bad treatment by 
children 02 05 01 02 
No problem 04 10 21 47 
T O T A L 38 100 50 100 
An analysis of the details about the problem with 
respect to children, 8 divorced women out of 38 (21%) 
informed that they have the problem of socialization and 
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control of children, and 9 widow women out of 50 (18%) 
informed the same. The problem of control and socialization 
of children is more in divorced women than widow women. 
It may be because divorced women have to face almost 
responsibility alone but in case of widow women it is not 
true. 
11 divorced respondents {79%) have the problem of 
education of children and widow 32:^ , This difference is 
perhaps due to the fact that some divorced women have very 
young children who have no problem of education in the 
beginning of the age, 
13 divorced women (35%) have the problem of marriage 
of their children because people in our society do not want 
to marry their children to the divorced women's children. 
Their views about divorced women and their children are 
not to be good, 
2 divorced women (5%) have the problem of bad treatment 
by their children and one widow respondent (2%) have given 
the same report, 
10% of the divorced respondents having children 
informed that they do not face any particular problem 
from their children while the response of widow women on 
this count is 42%. It indicates that widow women are 
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better adjusted in their family wiih children. One of the 
reasons for being satisfied with children may be the fact 
that widow women have relatively elderly children who may be 
settled in their social and economic life and, thus 
providing security and satisfaction to their mothers. 
Status 
Normal 
High 
Low 
Table - 5.5. 
Status assessment by 
No. of divorcee % 
08 80 
02 20 
— — 
children 
No. of widow 
22 
20 
05 
% 
47 
43 
10 
T O T A L 10 100 47 100 
With regards to the status assessment of the two 
categories of women by their children 8 divorced women 
(80%) out of 10 inform that they are treated normally by 
their children while 22 (47%) widow respondents told the 
same. It means that divorced women are mostly either 
childless or have very young children. So, only lO 
divorced respondents out of fifty have given the answer 
about the status assessment by children. 
.91 
2 widow respondents* (P096) children assess their 
position high but in case of widows 20 respondents (43%) 
out of 47 have reported their status high, v^ i^le only 
5 widows (10%) feel that they are considered low and 
inferior by their own children. 
Table - 5.6 * 
S t a t u s 
Equal t o o t h e r 
women 
Sympathet ic 
D i s t a n c i n g 
T O T A L 
S t a t u s 
No.oi 
in neighbourhood 
F d i v o r c e e 
07 
36 
07 
50 
% No. 
14 
72 
14 
100 
of widow 
25 
23 
02 
50 
% 
50 
46 
04 
100 
When we see the above table, we find that 7 
divorced respondents (14%) feel that they enjoy equality 
among the women in neighbourhood, 25 (50%) widow women 
feel that they are treated equal to other women in their 
neighbourhood. It may be because widow women are considered 
unfortunate, so they get sympathy towards society. In the 
case of divorced they are stagmatic because society expect 
to a woman to remain with her husband when she do not do 
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so she is considered stagmatic, 35 divorced women 
(72%) realize that they are treated sympathetically in 
the neighbourhood while.Jr4 (^%) widows have this feeling. 
It indicates that by and large society's attitude 
towards divorced women is of pity and not of help while widow 
women are considered less unfortunate. This situation 
becomes more clear when we come to know that 14% divorced 
women are treated with distancing attitude as compared to 
only 4% in case of widows. Thus, the status measurement 
of these two categories of women in three point scale 
(equality, sympathy and distancing) helps us to conclude 
that society is considerate towards widow women and 
indifferent and antagonistic towards divorced women in urban 
society. 
Table - 5.7 
Posi t ion 
Equal to othi 
women 
Sympathetic 
Distancing 
T O T A L 
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No, 
er 
i t i o n amonq colleaqu 
of divorcee 
10 
16 
04 
30 
% 
30 
54 
13 
100 
es 
No t of 
12 
17 
02 
31 
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54 
08 
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When we compare the position of divorced and widow 
women among colleagues, we find that 10^ respondents (33%) 
out of 30 have equal status to other women and 12 (38%) out 
of 31 have the same status. In case of widews, 16 divorced 
women have reported their status sympathetic among 
colleagues and widow 17 (54%), 4 divorced women (13%) 
and 2 widow women (8%) have distancing position. The 
comparision of status among colleagues of divorced and 
widow women in their work urbanisation helps us to under-
stand that in the groups of professionals there is minimum 
impact of any member's marital status in the assessment of her 
position. Out of three levels interaction i.e., equality, 
sympathy and distancing, we find that there is a small 
inclination towards distancing relationships. In case of 
divorced women, however, the tendency is so insignificant 
that it hardly bars us to conclude that education and 
economic security (problem at work situation) motivates 
one to treat the other colleague with equally and sympathy. 
At least, it is so in the general social interaction of 
the working women. 
Table - 5,8 
Companionship at outing 
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Company No. of divorcee % No. of widow? % 
Alone 
Children 
Parents 
Friends 
Rela t ives 
T O T A L 
16 
07 
10 
16 
01 
50 
32 
14 
20 
32 
02 
100 
03 
10 
01 
01 
0 3 
18 
17 
56 
05 
05 
17 
100 
With regard to the companionship at outing 16 
divorced women (32%) and 3 widow respondents (17%) out of 
50 and 18 respectively reported they go for outing alone. 
Divorced women who take divorce from their husbands are bold 
and more confident. They have to face all their responsibilities 
alone. Their children are too young to go with them for outing, 
7 divorced respondents (14%) and 10 (56%) widow respondents go 
for outing with their children. 10 (20%) divorced respondents 
and 1 (5%) widow respondents go for outing with their parents 
respectively. It reveals that divorced women are more 
dependent on their parents, 16 divorced respondents go for 
outing with their friends and 1 widow (5%) go with their 
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friends. 1 (2%) divorced women go for outing with their 
relatives and 3 (17%) widow respondents go with their 
relatives. 
When we see the above table, we find that all the 
divorced respondents use to go for outing. But only 18 
widow women out of 50 go for outing. When we examined about 
the reasons for not going for outings, the simple explanation 
by widow women was that they have lack of time due to their 
engagements with the children and age factor. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS : 
Man is born single but he never likes to remain single. 
Thus, sociability is a normal feature of human nature. 
Society arrangements in the form of groups, institutions and 
collectivities provide opportunities to the individual to 
participate with other fellow being and satisfy his quest of 
sociability. This also helps in a proper growth and 
development of human personality. As stated earlier two 
categories of women under study remain deprived of certain 
avenues and interaction due to their marital status. To remain 
single out of choice is one thing and to break down the 
marital bond after availing the companionship of other person 
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is another thing. And to remain single after such a 
situation is extremely of different nature, A divorced 
woman is such an individual who is neither married nor 
alone. She has an experience with long shadow. 
The different is the case of widow who for no fault of 
hers, has been compelled to lead a life of dependency and 
insecurity. She too has a long part with a limited present 
and a black future. At the most she may have a consolation 
of having adult children but never a husband, a companion, 
friend to share the joys and woes of life. Thus, divorced 
and widow women are socially placed in a situation of 
psychological frustrations. In the present study an attempt 
has been made to examine various psychological problems faced 
by these single women. 
Problems 
Lostness 
Psychological 
insecurity 
Alienation 
No problem 
TOTAL 
Psvc 
Table - 5.9 
holoaical prob] 
No. of divorcee 
23 
18 
06 
03 
50 
JL 
46 
36 
12 
06 
100 
,ems 
No, of widow 
23 
15 
04 
08 
50 
% 
46 
30 
08 
16 
100 
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In the table 5,9 respondents' reaction and feelings 
on their psychological dimentions are tried to find out. 
We find that 23 divorced women (46%) and 23 widow women 
(46%) have the problem of lostness, 18 (36%) divorced 
respondents and 15 (30%) widow respondents have to face 
psychological insecurity. Problem of psychological 
insecurity is more among divorced women than that of widow 
women. It may be due to their young age and childlessness. 
6 (12%) divorced respondents feel alienation. In case of 
widow women 8 (16%) are facing the same problem. It is the 
most dangerous situation of divorced women. Only 3 divorced 
respondents and 8 widow respondents have reported that they 
have no probl«n. 
No, 
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No 
T O T A L 
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of d i v o r c e e 
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50 • 
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When we asked the question, if they feel devaluated 
and stagmatic to the divorced and widow respondent, we find 
that 24 (48%) and 27 (54%) widow women are feeling low 
status respectively, 26 (52%) divorced women and 23 (46%) 
widow respondents have better status in society respectively. 
To be divorced and widow is considered inauspicious and 
stagmatic in our society. As compare to the divorced women, 
widow women are more stagmatic. Divorced women who take divorce 
from their husbands do not feel stagmatic because they 
get divorce by their own desire. But widow women are 
unfortunate because there is no fault of being widow. Yet 
they are considered inauspicious. They cannot participate 
in any function such as marriages and Maddan etc. 
It can be suggested that the girls of our society 
are to be taught that to take divorce and to be widow are 
not stagmatic. 
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Table - 5.11 
Availability of maintenance/pension 
As regards to the availability of maintenance 
and pension we find that 11 (22%) divorced women and 
13 (26%) widow women get maintenance and pension 
respectively. 39 (78%) divorced respondent and 37 (74%) 
widow respondents do not get any maintenance, and 
pension. When we asked the question that why did they 
not get pension and maintenance some of them reported 
that they did not like it. It reflects a loack of social 
and legal awareness on the part of these women. Some such 
women also complained that nobody help them. This 
reflects a lock of awareness on the part of the society 
in general and the institutions and agencies involve in 
rehabilitation and assistance in particular. 
Thus, the above table reveals that only one fourth 
of these single women whether divorced or widow receive 
some financial assistance in the form of maintenance/pension. 
We know, maintenance, in case of divorce, is a legal right 
of a divorced woman, to be received from tier husband 
for the period she does not remarry or develop some 
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independent source of income and livelihood. But the 
data mentioned above clearly indicates that the benefit 
of this provion of law are not available to the majority 
of divroced womeh. This, therefore, suggests that 
inspite of legal security, a divorced woman remains 
subjected to the pressures of custom and tradition of 
a traditional society. 
CHAPTER - 6 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Society is a dynamic system in which the 
status and role of participating members change with 
respect to time and space. Indian society, historically 
speaking, is one of the oldest and civilized societies 
of the world. The analysis of the traditional and contem-
porary roles of men and women Jn Indian society may be 
understood through a brief historical survey of the 
changing position of women. In the present work, the 
assessment of the position of women based on ancient and 
religious text is analysed in five different periods of 
the evolution of Indian society : 
A - The age of Vedas (?500 - 1500 BC) 
B - The age of Brahmins (1500 - 500 BC) 
C - The aqe of Sutras and Epics (500 BC - 599 AD) 
D - The age of latter Smrities ( 500 - 1800 AD) 
Keeping the discussion limited to the present 
study, the status of women with reference to divorce and 
widow women in urban society in modern times has been 
analysed. 
V 
lot 
To prepare a profile of the tvh categories of 
women, information have been sought in the area of 
monthly income, educational status, duration of married 
life and age at marriage. In case of husband's monthly 
income of divorced women it is seen that there is no 
positive coi*^ elation between poverty and family 
disorganization with reference to divorce. In terms of 
the occupation of the husbands of divorced women it is 
seen that more than 50% husbands in our sample are 
employed in government services and this leads us to 
conclude that a reasonable income and high educational 
status of husbands are not a limiting factor in case of 
divorce. 
The age profile of divorced women reveals that 
most of the cases of divorce occured in case of women 
who were married at her early age. It is again 
interesting to find out that all the cases of divorce 
in our study have arranged marriage. In terms of 
duration of married life, it may be concluded that risk 
of divorce is higher during the first five years of 
married life. 
Dealing with the economic status of divorced 
women (Chapter - 3) it is found that 40;^ divorced women 
in our sample are the working women. As regards to 
divorced it is observed that among both the working and 
non-working categories, the majority of the respondents 
is below 30 years. Again a higher proportion of working 
divorced are younger than of non-working. Being 
relatively young in age and economically independent 
most of working women seen to have divorced or separated. 
The incidence of divorce is high among the young and 
economically independent women. 
The general observation, therefore, is that 
working single women belong to a relatively younger age 
group than non-working single women. Divorce being a new 
phenomenon, its incidence is again higher among the young 
and working categories, 
CAUSES OF DIVORCE : 
An enquiry into various causes of divorce 
indicates that dowry is said to be a cause in case of 
18% of the respondents while 28% respondents reveal that 
they sought divorce from their husbands due to extra 
marital sex relationships of their husbands, another 
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significant factor associated with divorce (30%) is 
harassment and ill-treatment by in-laws family. If 
the above mention three factors are joined together 
the figure comes to 76%, Thus, it can be safely 
concluded that dowry, extra marital relation and physical 
and mental harassment of wife are the basic reasons for 
increasing divorce rate in urban society. The situation 
can be sociologically explained in terms of urban social 
mobility and declining role of kinship and neighbourhood 
in social control in urbanizing society. 
Sociologically, it is quite significant to be 
observed that childlessness is the cause of divorce only 
in 10% cases. Thus the old notion that a child 
particularly male child is a social and ritual requirement 
is fading out. 
In Chapter 4 an attempt is made to portray a 
profile of widow women. Beginning with the educational 
status of widows, it is found that 46% widows are 
illiterate. Regarding the occupation of working widows 
it is found that 49% are labourers, 15% plerks and 
??% teachers. If the non-working women is added to the 
labourer women, we find that 75% widow women are either 
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non-working or working as labourer. 1 0 5 
Working widows seen to have sought employment 
only after their husband's death. Endowed with less 
or no education they have not able to secure high income 
generating jobs. They have sought and got employment 
mostly on compassionate grounds. In view of their 
joining the labour market due to dire economic need 
most of them are able to earn very low income as compared 
to working divorced women. Entry into the labour market 
is marked by their own choice and decision to be employed. 
With respect to number of children of the widow women, it 
is found that almost every widow women have the 
responsibility of rearing children ranging to four or 
more. It is also seen that merely 50% widow women are 
not working women. Thus the widow women have a huge 
social and economic liability without having required 
resources. This leads a situation of social crisis. 
Information with regards to duration of married life 
indicates that the occurence of widowhood is thoroughly 
spread ranging from one to twenty {i^e years of married 
life. This situation once again proves a high mortality 
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rate of Indian population. With regards to causes 
of widowhood some important conclusions can be drawn. 
Cancer (8%), heart attack (22%) are the two fatal disease 
causing death, while accident (14%) and murer (10%) 
are the factors causing widow hood. Only 36% due to the 
old age. 
Problems : 
To get an overall perspective of the problems 
faced by these single women, they are classified under 
major headings. They are as follows ; -
1. Social problems 
2. Status in society 
3. Psychological problems 
4. Economic problems 
With regards to social problems faced by the 
divorced and widow women (Table 5,1) we find that 92% 
divorced women and 66% widow women are entangled in one 
or the other type of problems. A deeper study indicates 
that every second divorced woman has financial problems 
while only 14% widow women are facing economic problems. 
A simple explanation of this differential is that divorced 
women have not been provided with any economic security 
measures while some of the divorced women have their 
major children to support them. The status an 
individual holds in society is longly determined by 
her economic status. The data reveal that economically 
independent single women face economic problems to a 
lesser degree than those totally economical dependent. 
And among the single women widow women at present face 
less financial prlblems because of the presence of 
older children who bring in an income and getting pension, 
28% divorced respondents and 14% widow respondents have 
reported to have sexual problems. When we see the table 
5.1 we find that sexual problems is more among divorced 
women. It may be due to that majority of divorced women 
are childless or in their young age, 
8% divorced respondents have no problems or some 
of them did not give any reply. In case of widow women 
34% have no problem. Divorced women have to face more 
problem in comparision with widow women because among 
widow women some are childless, some have well settled 
children and their daughters are married. With regards 
to status in society we find that 1?% divorced women have 
higher status in parental family and widow women 26% this 
difference due to the feeling of society. Divorced women 
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are considered stagmatic because sMe takes divorce 
from their hussbands. But widow women is unfortunate 
because she loses her husband unfortunately and gets 
sympathy, 
8% divorced women have low status while widow 
women 12%. The prcblem of low status in family is 
more in widow women because their children and daughter-
in-laws misbehave with them. 
In terms of decision making we find that there are 
only 34% divorced and 56% widow women who take decision 
about various aspects of life by themselves. Regarding 
the position of parents in decision making about these 
two categories of women we find that 56% parents in case 
of divorced women and 1?% in case of widow women interfere 
in the decision making. Parental interference in decision 
making is more obvious in case of divorced women. It is 
so because a divorced woman has to remain dependent on the 
members of her family while widow women mostely operates 
independently in the choice of her life. This situation 
indicates an inferior status of a divorced women. 
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Societies attitude towards divorced women Is l u S 
of pity and not of help while widow women are considered 
less unfortunate. This situation becomes more clear when 
we come to know that 14% divorced women are treated 
with distancing attitude as compared to only 4% in case 
of widows. Thus the status measurement of these two 
categories of woman helps us to conclude that society 
is considerate towards widows and indifferent and 
antagonistic tov/ards divorced women in urban society. 
In a society where many of the problems are 
viewed in the context of financial constrains it is 
interesting to note that divorced and even to those 
widows the major area of problems are of a psychological 
nature, A majority of the single women though facing 
other socio-economic problems have in one voice emphasized 
the psychological trauma which they undergo as a result 
of being single. 
This problem manifest itself in either lostness 
psychological insecurity and al^i^^nation. Such negation 
emotions and continuous suppression of feelings effects 
the overall physical and mental well being of the 
individuals which makes them withdraw themselves from 
society. But it is the attitude ahd reaction of the 1 1 0 
society which has been responsible for their unique 
behaviour. If society continues to reject them, it wili^  
be reinforcing their lostness psychological insecurity 
and al/i^nation. Thus effectinq their potential to 
contribute to the development os society. 'Under such 
circumstances, it is important that society treats single 
women with dignity, love, understanding and fellow human 
beings. 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS : 
In the light of the above discussions certain 
socio-legislative measures have been suggested to alleviate 
sufferings of single women. 
The Indian women of today should fight against the 
existing prejudices against women and should force herself 
from the secondary status that is accorded to her in this 
male-dominated society. This struggle being one of a 
continous nature, it should begin in the homes where the 
socialization of both male and female starts. It becomes 
very essential that the right social values should be 
inculcated from childhood which should begin at birth itself. 
The ideas that careers are for boys and marriage 1 1 1 
for girls should be wiped out. Carriage should not be 
made as the ultimate aim of a girl's life. Daughters 
who want to remain unmarried for various reasons, like 
to persue a career, should be encouraged and their 
unmarried status should in no way cause and impediment to 
progress in their career or in their personal life. 
As regards the widov/s, the taboo and restrictions 
imposed on widows are indeed pathetic. Condmned by society 
tey are forced to lead a miserable life until their death, 
unlike a widower who remarries even before the funeral 
pyre of his wife cools down. 
Widow remarriage should be encouraged to enable 
young childless widows and also those with children to 
remarry to give them financial and emotional support in 
their life. 
The concept of divorce or separation being 
relatively a novel phenomenon in Indian society, in 
general there is a greater need for understanding of the 
problems faced by these women. 
Singlehood Is looked down uporf in Indian society. 
Marriage being the ultimate goal of their lives women 
are taught to tolerate and overcome the stress and 
strains of marital relationships even under the worst 
conditions, 
P All educated people should strive to change the 
society and its outlook through education and social 
awakening and action in order to raise the status of 
single women. The right type of education to help them 
to face the problems of life and build up the right 
attitude towards life is essential. 
In this connection, the media like newspapers, 
Radio, T.V. have a large role to play in reaching the 
masses. Media should make deliberate attempts to negate 
the prejudices that exist against singlehood. Above all, 
there should be a sympathetic and human approach towards 
the problems of these single women. 
s Divorced women have express-ed their inability 
to take the help of law for the protection of their rights 
and demand for maintenance. This leads us to suggest 
that greater social awareness needs to be treated among 
family members and the society to take care of the 
divorced women with respectibility and help them to 
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secure their legal rights. Some divorced women have also 
expressed discontent over delay in a legal proceeding in 
the confirmation of separation or divorce. The concept 
of family course should be implemented. 
The findings of this research also help us 
to suggest that the age of marriage fcr the girls should 
further be increased to 91 years. 
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